Supporting Documents for Nov 6th School Council meeting

Headteacher's report

Alex Wallace

CEC Review-Nov 20-22

 The Authority Review will have two focus areas. They are Leadership for

Learning and Learning and Teaching. The Review will consist of classroom

observation, interviews with selected groups e.g. teachers, non-teaching

staff, students, School Council reps etc. The four key subjects under review

will be English, Gaelic, CDT and P.E. Other departments will feature as

necessary e.g. Support for Learning and Support for Pupils. All policies and

procedures will be examined. I am very comfortable about the Review. I

expect the school do very well and areas for improvement to be identified. I

hope for a large return of questionnaires both for CEC and the Health

Questionnaire.

 I thought the School Council maildrop was excellent. I hope the Homestudy

Guidelines will be useful.

 We have started preparations for our St Andrew's Day celebration and fund

raising. I would like advice.

Communications report

Ann Henderson

Members of the Communications Group have worked with the school in composing the Health Promoting Schools Questionnaire, which has now been distributed to all parents. The return date for these questionnaires is Friday 9th November and we will then be assisting in analysing the responses. Through this we hope to get a better idea of parent preferences for communicationfrom the school, as well as then going on to identify health and environment priorities on which the school community will be working.

On Home Study, we have conveyed to the school all the points so far raised in our School Council and parent Forum meetings. The Home Study booklets have been distributed for S1 - S4, and parents will be getting involved in the focus groups to look at the policy further.

My thanks to those parents who assisted overthe last weekend in October, in collating the school mailing, for the Parent Forum AGM. It was a big job, but hopefully by combining our mailing with the Home study and the health questionnaire information, we will have ensured that more families now have some of the information that they had been asking for. 

A Communications sub group meeting will be convened before the AGM, anyone else interested please contact me. We are hoping to produce another JGHS Council Bulletin after the AGM, before the end of term. 

We particularly need help with improving and updating our website, so if anyone has an interest there, we would like to hear from you!

Buildings report

Nigel Goddard

Things are moving.  On October 25th the city council passed a resolution supporting the Wave3 school renewal (Wave3 is JGHS, Boroughmuir, Portobello, St. Crisipn's, St. John's).  They committed to feasibility studies to be completed by January, and a bid to the Scottish Government in January/February.  It's clear that the funding will need to come mainly from the Govt as for all past capital spend on schools, and we will probably be asking parents to send emails/letters at key stages over the coming months.  The Wave3 parent bodies sent a letter to Fiona Hyslop apprising her of these developments and requesting she allocate funds.

The most critical need is to develop the contact database of parents – specifically email addresses.   Any plans the communications group have to move that forward would be most welcome.

Trust report

Chris McKinnell


The Trust plans to build upon the solid foundation that is now established. The database of contacts for both recent and distant alumni will be further expanded and the Trust wishes to involve the alumni in the activities of the Trust and the school.

We hope to mount some high-profile events in 2008, including a fundraising art exhibition & auction in Autumn 2008. We will be seeking donations of work from established & amateur artists, school pupils and indeed anyone in the school community.

The Trust would be grateful if the School Council can assist in raising awareness of the Trust among parents.

The Trust wishes to apply for funding from Awards for All: a maximum of £10,000 over 2 years may be applied for and the project MUST have significant 'community output'. Ideally, the project could link the themes of the school, the environment and the community the the Trust would welcome welcome input/suggestions for a suitable proposal. Info at www.awardsforall.org.uk  Ideas asap to Trust Chair: jeremy.hughes@ed.ac.uk

