Press Statement  30.10.07

Edinburgh Councillor says no schools list exists

Councillor Mrs Marilyne MacLaren, Convener for Education, Children and Families, the City of Edinburgh Council, said:

“I was extremely disappointed to read inaccurate and misleading reports in the media today (Tuesday, 30 October 2007) that suggest that the Council is currently drawing up a ‘hit list’ of schools for closure. This is simply not true. 

“Firstly I would like to point out that the previous wide ranging rationalisation programme was formally withdrawn at the Council’s meeting in September. I said at the time, that these 'proposals for the rationalisation of our school estate were dead'.  

I can categorically state that we have no hit list for school closures.  Any suggestion to the contrary is deliberately misleading, irresponsible and entirely without foundation and only serves to cause unnecessary distress to parents, pupils and local communities.  

We do, of course, need to continue to provide a first rate educational service which offers the maximum educational benefits for all our children. That is why I have asked the Director to bring a report to the next Education, Children and Families Committee, to propose that we set up a sub-committee to address the issue of schools rationalisation. I am committed to involving school communities throughout this new process to allow for the organic development of any future proposals. 

“I would like to reassure school communities that no proposals to close schools will be put forward before 2008 and any decisions would be subject to wide ranging consultation with all parties involved.”

For further information please contact Sara Dunbar, Media Officer, tel: 0131 469 3356

