Dear Editor

I was extremely disappointed to read the inaccurate and misleading front page story in your paper today (Tuesday, 30 October 2007) which I feel will have whipped up distress throughout our school communities. It is irresponsible to suggest that the Council is currently drawing up a ‘hit list’ of schools for closure. This simply is not true. 

Firstly I would like to point out that the previous wide ranging rationalisation programme was formally withdrawn at the Council’s meeting in September and I would like to make clear again that there is no list of schools proposed for closure. 

However, I have asked the Director to bring a report to the next Education, Children and Families Committee, to propose that we set up a cross party sub-committee to address the issue of schools rationalisation. I am committed to involving school communities throughout this process to allow for the organic development of any future proposals. 

I would like to reassure school communities that no proposals to close schools will be put forward before 2008 and any decisions would be subject to wide ranging consultation with all parties involved.

Councillor Mrs Marilyne MacLaren 

Convener for Education, Children and Families

