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It was agreed that the views of elected members should be heard, feedback from schools on the existing process sought, robust training courses established and pupil involvement.





Item 4	Children and Families Estate Review: Rationalisation and Development Programme


	


	Gillian Tee, Director of Children and Families, advised that there had been an 18% reduction in the number of children living in Edinburgh. A number of schools were therefore operating at below 60% capacity, the Audit Commission’s benchmark. The Department’s Revenue Budget had already been reduced by £9m and estate rationalisation would therefore be necessary.





	Councillor Marilyne MacLaren noted that school rationalisation had been considered by the Council since at least 2004. It was anticipated that a revised rationalisation programme would need to be brought forward and dialogue would take place with all interested parties. The impact on Special Schools also needed to be taken into account.





Children and Families budget cuts of £15 m would inevitably require difficult decisions and the long term benefits to children’s education would receive a higher profile in the new consultation.





	Proposals for the Department’s 2008/9 budget would be included on the Agenda for the next meeting of the CCWP. 





Item 5	Sport in Schools Development





	This would be an agenda item at the next CCWP meeting.





Item 6		Chat Room Website Concerns





Paul Deponio, Children and Families ICT Service Manager, advised members on the measures taken by the Council in preventing pupils from accessing inappropriate websites. Electronic filtering was no substitute for good classroom management and no unsupervised pupil access should be allowed.
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There was a Short Life Working Group looking at the use of mobile devices in schools and it was agreed that they should also look at cyber bullying. A relevant policy was to be prepared.





(Judith Gillespie SPTC advised that there would be a seminar   ‘Bullying in Schools – can parents tackle it?  Saturday 10 November, Moray House, 10.00am. Full details on SPTC website)





Item 7		School Transport Policy





A policy giving guidance to parents about school transport provision was currently being drafted.





Item 8		CCWP – Future Meeting Arrangements.





Graham Douglas, Parental Involvement Unit, asked for feedback on how nominations for CCWP membership would be sought. After discussion, it was agreed that the Parental Involvement Unit would write to all Parent Councils explaining the work of the CCWP and seeking secondary/primary/ special and nursery representatives. Lists showing cluster groups would also be issued.





Item 9		Dates of Future Meetings





		6 November 2007, 15 January 2008, 11 March 2008, 13 May 2008
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Meeting held on Tuesday 25 September





This Summary Sheet is to be issued to Parent Council Chairs. Copies should be made and circulated to all members of your Parent Council, for information. The Summary is a brief note of the items discussed at the CCWP and a full minute will be issued later to Parent Councils. Copies of the Summary and minutes will be available on the Council web – Parental Involvement.





Item 2		Consultation on Draft Parental Involvement Strategy





Frank McGrail, Head of Strategic Planning and David Maguire, Engagement and Involvement gave a presentation to members.


In accordance with the Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Act 2006, Edinburgh had now prepared a draft Parental Involvement Strategy. The aims of the Edinburgh Strategy are to develop Parent Forums and Parent Councils/ promote parental involvement in learning/ promoting engagement and involvement/developing a complaints procedure / promoting parental involvement in the recruitment of senior staff/ working with looked after and accommodated children.


The draft strategy had now been circulated for consultation and comments were invited by 16 November. It was noted that views of non –resident parents must be included.





Item 3	Parental Involvement in the Appointment Process for Head Teacher and Depute Head Teacher posts.





John Fraser, Neighbourhood Manager (West) explained that the Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Act provided the opportunity for Edinburgh to review parental involvement in staff recruitment. Meetings were currently taking place to determine changes to the current process.








	


	











