CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE WITH PARENTS

In line with The City of Edinburgh Council’s commitment to forging close partnership with parents, an Education Consultative Committee with Parents was formed in 1996.  In establishing the Consultative Committee, the then Education Committee was responding to views expressed in the period before reorganisation about the need either to have parental representation on the Education Committee or to develop more formal consultative structures.  It was expected that discussion would focus on the major education issues and other items raised by parental representatives which were of a wider authority interest.

Meetings are held on a 6/7 weekly cycle at the City Chambers.  Meetings are held on a Tuesday evening at 6.30 pm – coffees and sandwiches are available from 6.00 pm onwards.

Items discussed, reports and presentations have covered a wide range of topics.  A few of these have included the following:  Early Years, Revenue Budget, Reductions in Class Sizes, Draft Service Plan, School Meals, Session Dates and Transport.  Amongst those items discussed this session were ICT Improvement Programme, Accessibility Strategy, Communities that Care, P1 Intake, Communications Strategy, A Curriculum for Excellence, Implementation of Additional Support for Learning Act, Sports Academy, Parental Involvement.

For each of the 5 Neighbourhoods there are 1 or 2 secondary school board representatives and a primary school representative from each of the clusters.  There are Head Teacher representatives, special school organisation representatives, nursery representatives, an observer from the SPTC and opposition spokespersons.  As well as the Convener and Director of Children and Families, Children and Families representatives also attend. The Committee Clerk is Susan Weir, Committee Services.  Attendance at meetings varies between 30 and 40.

With the introduction of The Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Act 2006, school boards were disestablished wef 1 August 2007 and replaced with Parent Councils.  A report will be prepared on the relationship and remit of the CCWP to include Parent Council membership.

