Dear councillor…..

Edinburgh City Council -Children and Families Budget 2010 –13

I am writing to you as a parent from James Gillespie’s High School, with regard to the proposals for the forthcoming Budget, which I understand to be currently under consideration.

The reports I have seen suggest cuts to staffing levels across the city. Our Head Teacher, along with his colleagues in other Secondary Schools, has already made clear that 2.5% cuts each year until 2013 will have many detrimental consequences, including the loss of teachers, lack of specialist supports, reductions in course options, and is completely unsustainable. 

Education and investment in our young people should be a priority for the City Council. The cutbacks proposed will have long term consequences which do not appear to have been taken into account, both for the current school population and for future school students and staff. James Gillespie’s High School cannot make further cuts in its school budget without seriously affecting our young people’s education.

I would urge you to argue for a greater share of the resources available to the City, to be allocated to Children and Families and specifically to the education budget, as a matter of urgency.

