NEWS FROM JAMES GILLESPIE’S 

SCHOOL COUNCIL   December 2010

JGHS New building and the Decant

The new building is at initial design stage, and we hope to be able to arrange a meeting for parents to hear more, in the New Year. The project includes a requirement to split the school for up to three years, with

theS1-3 remaining on site, and S4-S6 attending school at the Darroch site.  

There is a Decant sub group in the School Council (convened by James Carter) and also a Group in school, on which we will be represented. 

We made representation to the Edinburgh City council Education Committee in November, arguing against the recommendation to decant the school over a Christmas break period. For educational and practical reasons, we shared the school’s view that this should be done over a summer recess. Unfortunately we were unable to convince the majority of the members of the Education Committee, and the recommendation stands for the decant to Darroch to take place over December/January 2012/13.  Reports of these meetings and the documents submitted are on our School Council website    http://www.jghs.org.uk/ 

We are keen to establish a Buildings Group to work alongside the School Management Team on the new build project. A number of parents have expressed an interest, and offered professional expertise and views, so it would be great if a Group could be brought together. If you are interested, please contact the School Council.

Other Parent Councils in Edinburgh have offered to share their experiences of following through new build school projects, so we will be holding open meetings in the New Year. Details will be circulated.

JGHS TRUST

The Parent Council representatives on the JGHS Trust are Barbara McPherson and Mimo Caenepeel. The Trust is currently raising funds for a book about the history of the school, highlighting achievements past and present. A ‘Just giving’ page has been set up for donations – 

http://www.justgiving.com/jamesgillespiestrust 

Pupils, staff and parents will be taking part in the Great Run on 8th January at Holyrood Park 11.00.am. and seeking sponsorship. 

Edinburgh City Council 

Public Consultation on School Term dates 2012/13

The City Council has launched a consultation, considering two options for the sessions in the future. Option 1 retains a long February break, and fixes the April break around Easter. Option 2 has a later August start date, a short break in February, and commits to the first two weeks in April for holidays, irrespective of when Easter falls. There is also a proposal that Polling Days become’ in Service Days’. More details are on the City council website. Closing date for comment – 10th February 2011

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/675/consultations_on_education/1229/school_term_dates_consultation
James Gillespie’s High School – Parental Consultation on Merit/Demerit system

(insert text from Mr Green as supplied – I’ve also offered it could be a separate sheet – I’ll chase it up tomorrow Ann)

ANYTHING ELSE GOING ON? EVENTS? CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE RESOURCES?
**********************************************

NOT ON EMAIL? We circulate regular School Council email updates to parents and carers.  Please add your name to the list if you have not already done so. But if you would like to receive information by post, please write to the School Council c/o the School office. Thank you.

council@jghs.org.uk                                                        07786 660258                               
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