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LOCAL AUTHORITY SPENDING IN EDINBURGH – INVESTING IN OUR YOUNG PEOPLE AND IN EDUCATION

LET US KNOW YOUR VIEWS. EMAIL council@jghs.org.uk 

COME ALONG 12 –1pm on SATURDAY 9th OCTOBER
City Council officials have prepared a range of options for savings in all departments. Education spending is to be found in the Children and Families Department. The City Council website carries the ‘Package 2’ proposals.  For the Children and Families Budget, proposals for savings in secondary schools include – reviewing business management arrangements in schools; placing all technicians and school librarians on sessional contracts; looking at ways to increase income; flexibility on class size limits; reviewing School management structures; and improving energy efficiency. Other proposals with an impact on the secondary school population include further savings on school transport, and reductions in additional support for learning. More details on ‘Package 2’ for all Departments can be found on the City Council website: 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/budget    

Local media has been carrying some reports and discussion too.

The City Council called all Parent Council representatives to a meeting last month, to get initial feedback from parents on savings or efficiencies that could be proposed in education. JGHS was represented at that meeting, and the papers and report are now available on our School Council website. A recall meeting has been arranged for 13 October.  Concerns were raised by JGHS and by some other schools that the questions posed were unnecessarily narrow. The approach being taken by the City Council could lead to suggestions being made without full information available, which did not take account of all the consequences of changing or removing any aspect of the education service. It was also unclear how priorities would be set across the Council.

Our School Council has already agreed to discuss this further at the School Council AGM on Wednesday 27th October, but we would like to invite you to attend an earlier meeting. This will take place on SATURDAY 9TH OCTOBER 12 noon in the School Library, for an hour. It is important that our representative from James Gillespie’s knows the views of as many parents as possible, before going back to the City Council’s consultation meetings.

If you do not have internet access, and would like copies of any of the papers referred to in this newsletter, please let the School Council know. Leave a note at the School Office or call Ann Henderson (School Council Chair) on 0131 667 1646 or 07786 660258.
TEXT BOOKS AND LIBRARY BOOKS

The School has asked for our help. A significant number of school department text books and library are not returned at the end of each year, and funds are not available to replace these. Please help by ensuring that all books borrowed by your family have been returned.  

******************************************************************

SCHOOL COUNCIL TEXT BOOKS SALE 

SATURDAY 9th OCTOBER 10.00 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. 

in the School Library

Repeating last term’s successful event – text books, past papers and study guides can be donated for re-sale on Saturday 9th October. Donations can be left at School Reception, with your name and contact details attached, and proceeds from the sales will be shared between the donor and School Council fundraising. In addition a Collection point will be set up in School on Friday 8th October from 12 noon.  

COME ALONG TO OUR BOOKSALE ON SATURDAY 9TH OCTOBER – ALL WELCOME.

***********************************************************
School Rebuild and the Decant to Darroch

Good progress is being made on the design brief, following consultation with staff and School students. A report in the recent ‘Outlook’ Edinburgh City Council newspaper gives more information. If you did not receive this to your household, additional copies are available at public libraries or in the JGHS Reception area.     http://www.edinburghoutlook.co.uk/
A Decant sub group in School has been set up to support Deputy Head Teacher Neil McCallum, with preparation for the decant arrangements, likely to be at the end of June 2012. S1-S3 will remain on the Lauderdale Street site, while S4-S6 move to the Darroch site. Work will be done on both sites in advance, upgrading the accommodation. The School Council has representation on this group and if you are interested in getting involved, please contact James Carter via council@jghs.org.uk 

Last year a number of parents with particular skills and interests in building design, architecture, and the environment indicated they would be happy to work with the School management team throughout the new build project.  As Nigel Goddard, former School Council rep, is standing down this year, the parent ‘New Build Sub Group’ requires a convenor and will be brought together shortly for a meeting. If you would like to be included, please let us know as soon as possible. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: ALL WELCOME

School Council Events Group Wednesday 6th October 7pm School Library

School Council AGM Wednesday 27th October 7pm School Library
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