Ann Henderson

Chair, JGHS Council

29/1 Gilmour Road

Edinburgh

EH16 5NS

9th January 2010.

Gillian Tee

Director of Children and Families

City of Edinburgh Council

Waverley Court

Business Centre 1.1

4 East Market Street

Edinburgh EH8 8BG

Cc: Mike Rossendale Head of Schools and Community Services

Councillor Marilyn MacLaren, Convenor Children and Families

Alex Wallace Head Teacher James Gillespie’s High School

Dear Gillian, 

Children and Families Budget 2010/13 Parent Council presentation 16 Dec 2009

Thank you for the opportunity to attend the presentation on the above. As Chair of the Parent Council at James Gillespie’s High School, I am writing to express our serious concerns about the current proposals. 

Whilst understanding that the financial situation is very difficult, we are not at all confident that the longer term consequences are being considered. The city wide reductions in staffing suggested are likely to affect those students most in need of support, and also remove much of the flexibility for Secondary Head Teachers to plan their budgets. 

Our School Council shares the concerns expressed by the Head Teachers Group, and would endorse their view that 2.5% school budget reductions year on year are unsustainable.   

The transfer of central costs such as Waste disposal and Exam Fees into the 2009/10 devolved budgets, half way through the financial year, has put schools under additional pressure. The presentation we were given on 16 December appears to leave these costs with devolved school budgets, without any additional resource.

Failure to maintain investment in education in Edinburgh affects life chances, the economy, and health and wellbeing in every community. We would urge the Council to reconsider its priorities, and to really assess the longterm impact of some of these proposed savings.  Costs will be incurred by other departments and by central Government, as jobs are lost, morale declines, and young people miss out on the education they deserve. 

We will be contacting our elected representatives accordingly,
Yours sincerely

Ann Henderson

Chair, James Gillespie’s High School Council

