James Gillespie’s High School Council

AGM 6th October 2009 MINUTES

1.Attendance

Present: Amy Abeyta, Norman Brown, Mimo Caenepeel, James Carter, Keith Garland, Audrey Gilmour, Nigel Goddard, Kim Hamilton, Iain Harper, Lesley Helfer, Ann Henderson, Andrew Higham, Morag Higham, Corinne Hounsom, Maria Jamieson, Kate Katagari, Ariane Loening,  Penny Long, Anne Macarthur, Ian MacDonald, Neil MacFarlane, Tom MacIntyre, Fiona McLachlan, Barbara McPherson, Lucy Norris, Sheena Purdom, Julie Ann Sime, Vivienne Swan, Ken Thomson, David Wigglesworth
Apologies: Robert Inder, Alpana Mair, Celia McIntyre, 

(present or apologies?) Councillor Marlyn McLaren, Paul Godzik

In attendance: Alex Wallace Head Teacher 

2. Minutes of AGM 2.12.08

Moved and Seconded as correct record (KK, NG) Agreed.

3. Chair’s Report

Nigel Goddard outlined some of the main areas of work in the previous year, referring to the new building proposals, School Council’s work on communication, and on matters raised with school on behalf of parents. Written reports had been submitted. Nigel indicated that he would not be seeking re-election as Chair. The meeting recorded its appreciation of Nigel’s contribution to a smooth transition from the old School Board arrangements to the new Parent Council structures, and thanked him for his efforts on behalf of the parent community.

4. Treasurer’s Report
Tom McIntyre presented the financial report. The allocation of the small grants was explained, and the accounts were ready to be audited. The meeting accepted the accounts, pending approval by Robert Inder.
5. Selection of Officers (noted that all posts may be shared)

Chair: Ann Henderson

Vice Chair(s): Sheena Purdom, Nigel Goddard

Secretary: not filled

Communications Group Convenor: Celia MacIntyre

Treasurer: Tom MacIntyre

Others – Penny Forster (assist with website and communications)

James Carter, Kate Katagiri, Corinne Hounsom, David Wigglesworth, Andrew Higham, Julie Ann Sime all indicated a willingness to assist with the communications sub group, following a brief report on its remit and recent work. The Events Group also outlined its remit and encouraged participation. Sheena Purdom links the Events Group to the Officers group.

6. Auditor

 It was agreed to ask Robert Inder to continue.

7. JGHS Trust nominee: Sue Clarke stood down and was thanked for her work.  Mimo Caenepeel was agreed for 2009-11. (two places on the Trust for School Council reps Barbara MacPherson current member 2008-10)
8. Head Teacher Report

Alex Wallace gave a summary report, including noting the school budget overspend on energy bill costs owing to ongoing problems with the boiler; a request for more parental support in improving student punctuality in school; and a request for parent views on the School Management Team recommendation that S1 and S2 students no longer be allowed out of school at lunchtimes. This latter point was discussed and parents present agreed with the recommendation.

9. Any Other Business
Chair reported on the forthcoming ‘Gude Cause’ event in Edinburgh to commemorate Women’s Suffrage, and welcomed the wider school involvement. Leaflets were made available.

Parents were encouraged to submit topics for future discussions at School Council meetings.

The AGM finished at 7.45pm and was followed by a School Council meeting which considered a number of issues on the School Estate Rebuild.
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A Buildings sub group will be brought together as necessary, and it was noted that a special School Council meeting will be arranged with the City Council staff members responsible for leading the new build proposals.

