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James Gillespie’s High School Council

School Council Meeting 

Tuesday 1st September 2008

Minutes of Meeting

Present: 

Amye Abeyta, Mimo Caenepeel, James Carter, Jo Clayton, Dian Gallagher, Nigel Goddard, Niels Hermannsson, Ann Henderson, Arthur Hendry, Marion Herriot, Zirla Hussain,  Kate Katagiri, Hiromori Katagiri, Memoona Khan, Karina Kodymavska, Penny Long, Neil McCallum, Tom Macintyre,  Lucy Norris, Maureen Parnell, Sheena Purdom, Gail Robertson, Kayleigh Ross, Jane Sanders, Claire Soper, Elena Soper, Vivienne Swan, Alex Wallace, Sally Westerman
1. Health Promoting School Presentations 

The evening began with an excellent presentation from the school Health Group on the 
progress made on the Healthy Schools initiative.

2. Minutes of meeting, 3rd June and actions arising
Nigel Goddard  (chair) then welcomed everyone to the meeting and requested contact details 
from new parents. A special welcome was extended to the senior pupils from the pupil council.

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted
3. Headteacher’s Report

Alex Wallace reported on the following

EXAM RESULTS

· Exam results were very good with Standard Grade results exceptional. Full analysis will be available soon from the SQA.

· At SG, 85 pupils gained 8 credit passes with 25 getting 8 grade ones. Boys’ performance was better than girls. 
· Fourteen subjects showed an improvement

· Higher results more muted but still exceeding the Edinburgh average. Science results were superb.

· Pupil destinations – 93% had a positive destination-work/college/university/training.

· There is a high staying on rate in S6 but staffing issues mean a lack of variety

STANDARDS & QUALITY REPORT / IMPROVEMENT PLAN

· This is on the school website with an abbreviated version being sent out soon to all parents. 
·  Based on HGIOS2, the school was rated very good.

· 4 action points 
· Curriculum for Excellence (over 3 years)
· Building IT into Learning & Teaching

· Improvement in Monitoring & Tracking/ targets

· Developing people and partnerships

Two deputes will be working on achievement and praise stamps.

BUDGETARY RESTRAINTS
£64,000 has been taken from the budget. This makes the provision of resources and per capita very difficult.

MISSING BOOKS

The School Library loses approximately 5 to 600 books at a cost of £2-3000 every year. Alex discussed a suggestion that pupils pay £10 each school year, which could be refunded, at the end of school career if all books borrowed had been returned. The £60 could be used by S6 pupils to help fund Year Book. This is a major problem for the school and feedback is sought from all. There was a short discussion with various suggestions e.g. book swap, book donation, Amazon incentive, fundraising ideas.

4. Treasurer’s Report – Tom MacIntyre 

Tom issued a report detailing the dissemination of funds raised by the Events Group.
The funds were well received by departments and for the enhanced homework strategy led by 
Tom Rae. Money raised by last years’s St Andrew’s Day sponsored walk will be put towards a 
hardship fund to support students trips and external activities. 
5. AOB

Claire Soper , a parent, who works for City of Edinburgh Council, informed the meeting that there would be no support from the council for school trips. Any funds available could only be accessed by parents – not excursion leaders.

6. Date of Next Meeting 

Tuesday 7th October 008. Main topic – School Uniform
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